
A Bi–Monthly Newsletter For Volunteers By Volunteers 

                                            It’s Finally 2021! 

Welcome to a new year! I know all of us are wishing that this year will soon get us 

back to our more regular routines and in person activities. That’s probably still a 

little off in the distance, but until then, we’ll do our best to keep all of us a bit more 

connected.  

Our newsletter is slightly shorter this issue, but we still have lots of information to 

share and ways you can keep participating at the Arboretum. 

Denise will share some volunteer updates on page 2. On pages 3 and 4 we’ll 

cover the different virtual classes and workshops that are available through the 

Arboretum and the May Arboretum Society as well as a summary of a recent 

educational class for volunteers. Page 6 will recap the past year’s Arboretum 

upgrades. 

And don’t forget to keep checking the May Center and May Society websites. 

Since some programs have gone virtual, date and times for activities may change 

or update.  Keep these links below handy. Stay safe and we’ll see you soon! 

https://www.mayarboretumsociety.org  

Wilbur D. May Arboretum & Botanical Garden (www.MayCenter.com)  

                                                                      Bev Treadway, Editor       

          lingonberrylilacs@gmail.com                                                                       
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      Volunteer’s Corner 

 

                                              By Denise Evans  

COVID-19 Impacts on Washoe County Parks  

Washoe County parks are asking park visitors to continue to practice the following:  

Maintain at least 6 feet of social distancing per person for non-household members at all times.  

 

A face covering must be worn when gathering with anyone outside of the household, entering the 

restroom, or entering any indoor park facility. 

 

When there are updates, they will be posted as soon as possible to the Washoe County Parks COVID page 

and often posted on the Washoe County Parks Facebook page.  

Washoe County Parks works closely with the City of Reno and City of Sparks so that our park operations are 

consistent across the county. For additional COVID-19 information affecting our region, visit the City of 

Reno/City of Sparks/Washoe County Regional Information Center: https://covid19washoe.com/ 

 

2020 Arboretum Volunteer Statistics  

So far, we are at 1174 Volunteer hours for the year! Great job! It’s your efforts, hard work, and dedication that 

really make a difference and keep the Arboretum humming along. You truly are amazing! 

If you have not yet had a chance to add in all of your gardening, educational, or May Arboretum Society 

(MAS) hours, please log into the Volunteer Portal and submit them here: Volunteer Information Center   
We will have an updated total in the next issue.  If you have any questions about using the Volunteer Portal 

site, please email Denise @ devans@washoecounty.us and she will help you out.   

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Help Needed for the Virtual Programs at the Arboretum 

If you like to read stories out loud to children or have some craft project ideas you would like to share, we 

can use your help!  

Storytime! As we move into 2021, the Arboretum Educational Programs are staying, for the time being, in a 

virtual format. Laura Fraser is looking for people to read children’s books aloud for a virtual storytelling 

time. These are prerecorded and then released on a scheduled basis. 

Get crafty! Laura is also looking for craft ideas that are simple, fun, and that you can do with items that are 

easy to come by. And if you still have any extra craft supplies from all of the social distancing decluttering 

that’s been going on, we can put them to use at the Arboretum. 

If you can help with either (or both!) projects or have donations, or if you have other ideas/ways you would 

like help out, please call Laura Fraser at the Arboretum Office at 775-785-4153 or you can email her at 

lfraser@washoecounty.us 

 

 

 

                     COVID-19  Impact Updates on Washoe County Parks  

https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/upcoming_events_and_programs/covid_updates.php
https://www.facebook.com/WashoeCountyParks/
https://covid19washoe.com/
https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=480484
mailto:devans@washoecounty.us
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                     Arboretum Virtual Programs 

                     By Bev Treadway 

 

On December 9,2020, I attended the Zoom class River-Friendly Landscaping, 

presented by Carrie Jensen. Denise Evans and 11 other volunteers joined in as 

well.   

River-Friendly Landscaping is described as a class that’s designed to beautify 

your property, conserve water, reduce yard maintenance and costs, and protect 

the water quality of the Truckee River. It doesn’t mean your yard must be wild 

and messy, but rather, that it respects the natural attributes of our region and 

promotes the health, diversity, and sustainability of the Truckee River 

Watershed.  

I attended because I was curious about how the landscaping in my yard affected the Truckee River, some 15 

miles away from my home. I also had that wild and messy native yard that I’ve tried for years to tame, while 

keeping costs down and the butterflies and bees happy.  

I’m really glad I went. Carrie gave us the basics of our water shed system. And given the many creeks and 

streams that feed the Truckee River, I learned that, yes, how we handle our yards, matters.  

We learned about different ways to hold water in our yards; including permeable paving, rain barrels, rain 

gardens, and dry creek swales. We even talked a little bit about the Zuni Bowls that are going to be a part of 

the Arboretum’s new cactus and succulent gardens. My favorite solution was the buffer planting (creating a 

permeable area between the street and your landscaping) which will hold water in place to help keep “my 

yard in my yard.” 

Carrie is planning on doing another Zoom class in March on Pollinators.  Early Spring is a great time to learn 

how to draw those amazing pollinators into your yard. Watch for an email from Denise Evans as March gets 

closer with information on how to register. 

                    River Friendly Landscaping with Carrie Jensen 

Sunday  February 14 @ 2:00PM  

Tickets - $10.00 per device 

 

Join the May Arboretum Society for a livestream 

Valentine's Day concert experience from the safety and 

comfort of your own home. Experience the vibrant, 

soulful, spicy, all around good music of Holly Sternberg. 

It's sure to a fun, toe-tapping and romantic afternoon! 

 

HOLLY STERNBERG is a winner of the California 

Western Open, and three time Nevada State Fiddle 

Champion.  

Go to the MAS website for details! 

Events - May Arboretum Society 

       A Virtual Valentine’s Day! 

https://www.mayarboretumsociety.org/events.html
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      Arboretum Virtual Programs 

 

                                                                     By Bev Treadway 

The May Arboretum Society continues their fun and engaging Virtual Learning Series on Zoom. Once 

a month you can log in and get inspired by a variety of topics and activities, from nature to history to 

exploration.  The next two lectures  are listed below. You can get all of the details and register at: 

www.mayarboretumsociety.org/lectures--workshops.html 

Filmed in Reno! Movies Made in our Own Backyard  

Location: Zoom video conferencing 

Date: Monday, January 11, 2021 

Time: 5:00pm to 6:00pm PST 

Cost: No Charge - open to the public - appropriate for all ages 

 

Join Leonard Supera and Laura Robertson for Monday night at the movies. The Reno area has a rich history 

in entertainment, and the film industry is no exception. Learn about movies that have been filmed in our 

area - their locations, production, and the interesting people who produced and appeared in them. 

Aliens and Otherworldlies 

Location: Zoom video conferencing 

Date: Monday, February 8, 2021 

Time: 5:00pm to 6:00pm PST 

Cost: No Charge - open to the public - appropriate for all ages 

 

We'll look to the skies above Nevada and the Southwest for stories spawned from legend, lore, and tall tales 

(or are they?). Join us on a flight of fancy to include extraterrestrials, atmospheric mischief, unexplained 

occurrences, and other topics that are out of this world. Leonard Supera and Laura Robertson lead this 

workshop. 

After the presentation, if you would like to join in, we'll be using a few basic household supplies to create 

constellation-inspired shapes. 

          M. A. S. Virtual Learning Series Continues in 2021 

Cloth as Community: Hmong Textiles in 

America 

Now- Thu Jan 7th 2021 

Hmong flower cloth (or paj ntaub) is one of the world’s great 

textile traditions and an excellent example of cloth as 

community. Despite its deep roots in Hmong culture, this 

complex art was not widely known outside Asia until after the 

Vietnam War, when Hmong refugees arrived in the United States. 

The May Museum is proud to present this exhibition of 28 

original textiles created by Hmong women in the United States, 

including designs derived from traditional paj ntaub and the 

embroidered story cloth form that developed in Thai refugee 

camps. 

Admission: 

$6 for adults 

$4 for seniors / children 

www.washoecounty.us/parks/maycenterhome/museum/

eventcalendar.php 



 January 1-New Year’s Day  

 Now Through January 7- 

Cloth as Community: 

Hmong Textiles in America 

at the May Museum (closed 

Monday sand Tuesdays) 

 January 11th -Virtual 

Learning Series  Workshop 

on Zoom (check page 4 for 

details )Filmed in Reno; 

Movies Made in Our Own 

Backyard. 5pm-6pm. Zoom 
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 January  2021 

SUN MO TU WE TH FR SA

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

  February 2021 

SUN MO TU WE TH FR SA

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

                           Activity Dates To Look Forward To! 

 February 8th -Virtual 

Learning Series  Workshop 

on Zoom (check page 4 for 

details) Aliens and 

Otherworldlies 5pm-6pm. 

Zoom 

 February 14th -Virtual 

Valentines Day Livestream 

Music w/ Holly Sternburg 

2pm (check page 3 for 

details) 



                              Page 6 

CONNECTIONS  

           Interesting Spots to Check Out! 

                                                                                           By Bev Treadway 

The new year is a perfect time to recap all of the amazing work and upgrades that have been done around the 

Arboretum this year. The Washoe County Parks System and the May Arboretum Society funded some incredible 

projects here at the park.  

Some are pretty visible, a few of which are pictured here: the new pavers in Dixie’s Plaza Garden, the retaining walls 

on the paths to Herman’s Pond and Evans Creek Bridge, and the new asphalt and turnouts in Kleiner’s Oak Grove. 

And of course, we can’t forget the major redesign in Burke’s Garden. 

Others are subtle, such as the irrigation upgrade in the Botanical Gardens and the behind the scenes planning of the 

new cactus and succulent garden on the slope.  These have created a big impact on the trees and plants, allowing for 

deeper watering and less run-off and erosion. 

Remember that every time you volunteer to help at the plant sale, repot plants in the greenhouse, attend the Lavender 

Festival, check out the Plein Air artwork, or buy tickets for a raffle, you become part of the effort to keep our 

Arboretum growing and blossoming even more. So, thank you! 

And when you get a chance, take a stroll around the Arboretum and enjoy the changes. 

Entering the Wilbur D. May Arboretum & Botanical Garden, you can sense that there is something 

special here.  With a diverse plant community, beautiful garden layouts, and foliage changing with 

the seasons, it really is the jewel of Reno, Nevada!  We have opportunities for all ages to explore, 

learn, celebrate, and get involved. Take a look around and see what peaks your interests.  Your next 

outdoor adventure awaits at the Wilbur D. May Arboretum & Botanical Garden! 

1595 N. Sierra Street, Reno Nevada 89503     775-785-4153                              

 

                                  Recent Upgrades  Around the Arboretum 

Photos by Bill Carlos, from left to right: Left: Demo work starting to create the turnouts in the path at Kleiner Oak 

Grove;   Middle: Part of the new retaining wall on the path to Herman’s Pond.  Right: The new pavers on the bridge in 

Dixie’s Plaza. 

https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/maycenterhome/arboretum/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/WilburMayCenter/

